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foon explained this to be the effects of joy and furprize, 
thefe animals being the firft of the kind they had ever feen, 
they having no quadrupeds of any fpecies on thefe iflands, 
except a very few grey rats in the woods.—It was agreed on 
by Captain WiILsoN and his people, that the with which the 
natives had expreffed refpeéting the fending one of them 
to PELEW, that the King might fee what kind of Beings 
white men were, fhould be complied with, and fome diffi- 
culty arifing who fhould be the perfon, the Captain re- 
quefted his brother, Mr. MATTHIAS WILSON, to go, which 
requeft he readity complied with, and agreed to depart with 
them in their canoes. 

‘The jolly-boat went out of the cove this forenoon, but 
the badnefs of the weather obliged her to put back, as did 
alfo the canee that was returning to the King, in which 
was Mr. M. WILSON, but about noon the canoe fet out 
again and proceeded on her voyage. Captain WIL80N was 
much affected at his brother’s departure, but hoped the 
embaffy might prove the means of alleviating their forlorn 
fituation. He inftructed his brother to inform the King who 
they were, to acquaint him with their misfortunes, and to 
folicit his friendfhip, as alfo his permiffion to build a veffel 
to carry them back to their own country. He fent by Mr. 
M. W11s0n 2 prefent to the King of a {mall remnant of blue 
broad cloth, a canifter of tea, a canifter of fugar-candy, and’ 
ajar of rufk. The laft article was added. at the particular 
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requeft of the King’s two brothers, the younger of whom 
returned with Mr. M. WILSon. r 

The weather being rough, our people employed them- 
felves in drying their clothes, and making their tents more 
commodious. The natives conducted our people to a well of 
frefh water; the path leading to this well lying acrofs fteep 
and rugged rocks, rendered the track hazardous and, diffi- 
cult. RicHarp SHarP, a midfhipman, a lad about fifteen, 
being on this duty, the natives took him in their arms when 
the path was rugged, and they were very careful in thefe 
places to affift the men, who returned with two jars filled. 

One canoe and three men remained with our people, 
as did one of the King’s brothers, called Raa Koox, com- 
mander in chief of the King’s forces, and the Ma/ay inter- 
preter; they eat of fome fowl ftewed with bread, which 
was prepared for dinner, but would not eat fome flices of 
ham which Captain WiLson had dreffed for them, difliking 
the tafte of falt, of which they had no knowledge. It con- 
tinuing to rain and blow exceflively hard all the afternoon, 
they could not go away, but paffed the night with our peo- 
ple, and appeared to be perfectly eafy and contented with 
their reception, : 
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The Pinnage goes to the Ship, and finds it had been vifited 
by foma of the Natives.—The Bebaviour of Raa Koox, the 
King’s Brother, on being informed of it-—The friendly Con- 
dudt of this Chief whilf be remained alone with the Engiith. 
—aA Council beld, and all the Cafks of Liquor remaining in 
the ANTELOPE ordered to be faved. 


HE wind and rain this night proved far heavier Wednefday 
than ay fince the “wreck 3 but at day-break it be- = 
came more moderate," and the boatfwain called all hands 
out to work by winding his pipe, the found of which much 
pleafed and furprized the natives. Raa Koox informed 
Captain WILSON, that his brother would not be able to rce- 
turn, on account of the weather.—About ten o'clock the 
pinnace was fent off to the fhip; the people who remained 
on fhore employed themfelves in clearing the ground and 
drying their provifion. The pinnace did not get back till 
after dark; their long ftay awakened uneafinefs: they 
brought word that fome canoes had been at the fhip, and 
had carried off iron and other things, and it was fufpected 


that arnong thefe was the canoe and the three men that were 
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left to attend the King’s brother, they having put off foor 
after the pinnance, and, as our people thought, were only 
gone out to fifh. They alfo reported, that it being low-water, 
the pinnace could not reach the fhip, but the men were com- 
pelled to wade over part of the reef to get to her, and were 
Now able to fee her fituation, having difcovered that a largs 
part of the rock had made its way through her bottom, and 
in two or three places appeared dry infide her hold, fo that 
fhe remained fixed on the reef. They difcovered that the 
Natives had found their way to the cockpit, had rammaged 
the medicine cheft, tafted feveral of the medicines, which 
being probably not very palatable, they had thrown out the 
contents, and had carried off the bottics, fo that nothing res 
mained in the cheft that could be of any futther ufe. How- 
ever, it fortunately happencd, that Mr. SHaxp, the fargeon, 
at the time he quitted the fhip, conceiving he never fhould 
get back to her any more, had providently canant away 
fome of the moft ufeful medicines. 

When thofe who returned with the pinnace brought this 
intelligence, and“had informed our people that thefe canoes 
‘were gone up to PeLEw, Captain WIL80N made this tran{- 
adlion known to RAA Kook, not fo much as a matter of 
complaint, 4s to exprefs to him his uneafinefs for the con- 
fequences which might arife to the matives from their taft- 
ing or drinking \foch a variety of medicines, Raa Koox 
begged Captain WiLseNn would entertain no uneafinefs 
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whatever on their account; that if they fuffered, it would 
be owing entirely to their own mifconduct, for which he 
faid be felt himfelf truly concerned. This converfation 
paffing at fupper, where the General and linguift were 
eating with our people, feemed greatly to difturb Raa 
Koox; his countenance fully defcribed the indignation 
he felt at the treacherous behaviour of his own men, and 
aiked, why our people did not fhoot them? begging, that 
if they, or any others, fhould dare again to attempt plun- 
dering the veffel, they would, and he fhould take upon 
himfelf to juftify their conduct to the King.—H¢ this night 
flept in the fame tent with our people, who ail redoubled 
their attention to him, perfectly perfuaded from the ge- 
nerofity of his behaviour, that the difpleafure he had tefti- 
fied at this-injuftice done to the Exgli/a, did not arife from 
any apprehenfion he felt in being at that moment abfulutely 
in their power, but that his mind poffeffed fo nice a fenfe, 
of honour as to make him feel unhappy at what appeared 
to him to be a breach of hofpitality in his countrymen; 
which he declared fhould be fully ftated to the King, who 
would prevent its happening in future. This amiable Chief 
- (for amiable he feemed from firft fight) thewed a perfect 
fatisfaction with what our people could do for him; he en- 
deavoured to accommodate himfelf to their manners, would 
fit at table as they did, inftead of {quatting on his hams; 
and this pleafing difpofition of his induced every one to re- 
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{pe& him as a man of tn apright charadter; atid feich they 
in truth found him to bein evety thanfadtion they ‘affter'wartls 
had with him. 

At their firft coming, the Malay, who was quite naked, 
had requefted a pair of trowfers and a jacket, whith were 
given him; and a pair of trowfers, together with a unifortt 
coat, were at the fame time prefented to Raa Koor, who 
directly put them on, not 4 litle pleafed in appearing like 
his new friends, often looking at hitnfelf, 2nd faying, “Raa 
« Koox Englees;” but it was fixppofed he fotmd the Heat 
and confinement of drefs very inconvenient, for after this 
vifit he never wore them; and when Captain WILSON was 
at his houfe at PeLEw, he perceived he lrad put them up. 
carefully among what he deemed his valuables. He poffeffed. 
naturally fo unbounded a curiofity, that not the fmatleft cir- 
cumftance which occurred efcaped his notice ; he wifhed’ to 
have an explanation of every thing he faw, to imitate what- 
ever our people did, and to inquire into the principl¢ and 
caufes of ail he obferved brought about by themi, lending his, 
perfonal affiftance in every thing that was doing, and even: 
defired to aid the cook in blowing the fire. 

Our people finding themfelves now om a perfect good 
underftanding with this friendly Chief, did not hefi- 
tate to afk vith: freedom, by their interpreter, whatever 
their own curiofity fuggefted. Obferving that he wore 
round his wrift 2 polifhed bone of fome creature, in‘ thie 
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form of a bracelet, and having noticed that his brother, 
Who reteuned.to PeLew with Mr. M. Wi son, had a 
fimilar ornament, they wifhed to know on what account it 
was worn. The Maly explained this to the General, who, 
through him, informed our people that it was a mark of 
great diftinction, conferred by the King on his own family, 
atid on officers of ftate, and commanders, and that he him- 
felf wore it, both as brother to the King, and as Commander 
in chief of his army, both by fea and land. This new in- 
telligence which our people had obtained, excited them ftill 
more to cultivate the friendfhip of a.Chief, who though fo 
high both in rank and office, had with fo much condefcen- 
fion and attentive politenefs fhewed himfelf attached to 
them. 
The preceding evening, at fupper, a propofition had 
been made by Captain WILSON to his officers, which, as it 
did not take place till this day, will more properly be in- 
troduced here; a propofition founded in the higheft pru- 
dence and wifdom, and executed with fuch refolution and 
firmnefé of mind, that it reflects the greateft credit on the 
Commander, as well as on the officers and men who ferved 
under him, and hath a juft claim to be faithfully recorded. 
The day after the ANTELOPE was wrecked, when the pin- 
nace had been fent aboard her, to fecure whatever {tores 
could be faved, the men having for many hours endured 
the feveseft toil, the-chief officer thought proper to ferve 
them 
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1783. them out feme {trong liquor; but as they were unable to 
ees find any thing to eat, their emptinefs and hard fatigue had 
made the liquor operate on their heads, fo that on their re- 
turn back they were very noify and elated; Captain WiL- 
son therefore now fubmitted to his officers, whether it 
would not be advifcable to ftave all the liquor that remain- 
ed aboard the veffel, left our people, becoming inadvertently 
intoxicated, might be difpofed to quarrel among them-* 
felves, or engage in difputes with the natives; or from 
another motive, equally important to the common fafety, left 
the natives themfelves, having already found their way to 
the fhip, might difcover the ftrong liquors, which they would 
be tempted to drink of too freely, and, from never having 
before tafted of fpirits, might grow infuriated, and induced 
to commit fome outrage with our people, and thereby draw 
on a general conteft and difuniop, The officers univerfally 
approved the propofition, and defired Captain WiLs0n 
would the next morning make their wifhes on this matter 
known to all the thip’s company; which was done very 
early, at the time the boatfwain called all hands to work. 
The Captain told them he had fomething to lay before 
them, in which their future welfare, nay perhaps their fu- 
ture prefervation, was moft materially involved; he then 
fubmitted to their judgment the meafure upon which he 
and his officers had deliberated the preceding evening; 
urged the propriety of it to them in very forcible terms, as 
10 a ftep 
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a ftep that would beft authorize the hope of getting away 
from their” prefent fituation, and feeing once more their 
. Owh’*country, and thofe who were dear to them; and en- 
deavoured to convince them, that however reluctantly they 
might yield to the propofition, yet he was fatisfied that 
the underftanding of every individual among them muft, 
on reflection, perceive it was a meafure abfolutely neceffary 
to'’be adopted. Upon which alt the failors, with the utmoft 
unanimity, and with one voice, declared, that however they 
might foffer from the deprivation of the accuftomed re- 
cruit of ftrong Hquor, yet, being fenfible that having ac- 
cefs to it, they might not at all times ufe it with difcretion, 
they, to their lafting honour as men, gave their full affent 
to the Captain’s propofal, and faid, they were ready to go 
immediately to the fhip, and ftave every veffel of liquor on 
board; which, on this day, they confcientioufly performed; 
every cafk was ftaved, and fo fcrupuloufly did they execute 
their truft, that there was not a fingle man amongft them 
who would take, or tafte a farewell glafs of any liquor.— 
Circumftanced as thefe poor fellows were, nothing but a 
long and well-trained difcipline, and the real affection they 
bore their Commander, could have produced the fortitude 
and fteady firmnefs which they teftified on this occafion ; 
and certainly nothing could more exhilarate the fpirits of their 
officers, or more endear the men to them, than this conqueft 
they fhewed over themfelyes—What indeed was there not 
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1783. to he hoped from fuch a band of brave fellows, whom 
avews™ unanimity, affeétion, and mutual confidence, had united iq 
one unremitting plan of exertion, for the prefervation of 
the whole !—The intelligence of this bufinefs being fo faith- 
fully performed, was brought this evening by the officer 
who attended the men, and who came back with the pin- 
nace after dark, as before mentioned, and was confirmed 
by all the others who affifted; and if any thing could add 
to the fatisfactory manner in which it had been executed, 
it was to perceive, that, when they all fat down to fupper, 
the event did not produce a fingle difcontented counte- 
Nance. 
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CHAPTER VY. 


Anna KooKER, the King’s Brother, returns from PELEW, 
and is foon after followed by Mr. MartTHIAs WILSON, 
who gives a very favourable Account of the Manner in 
which be bad been received. — Regulations made by the 
Englith for efablifbing a Nightly Guard.—The General and 
ARRA KOoKER informed of it.—They approve the Scheme, 
which is immediately put in Execution.— Some Characer of 
ABRA KOOKER. 


HE next morning two canoes arrived with yams, ready 
boiled, and fome cocoa-nuts, which were prefented to 
Captain WiLson. In one of thefe veffels ARRA KooxkeERr, 
the King’s brother, returned back, who brought with him 
one of the King’s fons ; Raa Koox went immediately to re- 
ceive his nephew, and much converfation feemed to pafs 
between them. ARRA KooxeR informed his brother, that 
three men had died of the things they had taken and drank 
out of the medicine-cheft; the General replicd, that the 
Englifo had told him this might be the confequence, and he 
was glad they had fuffered for their bad conduét. The 
meflage which the King’s fon had brought from his father 
'G was 
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was delivered to the General, and from him interpreted to 
our people, through the Ma/ay;—the purport of it was, to 
bid the Engl welcome into his country, and to inform 
them that they had his full leave and permiffion to build a 
velfel on the ifland on which they then were, or that they 
might remove to, and build it on the ifland where he lived 
himfelf, and be under his own more immediate protection. 
This being communicated, he introduced the young Prince 
to all our people, and then walked about with him, and 
fhowed and explained to him every thing which he had 
made himfelf acquainted with relative to our manners. His 
nephew, who appeared to be about twenty-one, was as 
full of aftonifhment at what he faw, as the uncle him- 
felf had been before; and Raa Koox difcovered no {mall 
degree of pleafure in perceiving the eager delight with 
which his young relation noticed every thing which his at- 
tention was directed to. 

Whilft this engaged the General and the Prince, our 
people were queftioning Anna Kooxzr, with anxious con- 
cern, about Mr. M. WitsoN, whom he had conveyed to 
PELEWw, and whom they did not fee return with him; 
Arra Kooxer affured them they would fee him very foon; 
that he had only been detained by the wind, and was actu- 
ally.on his way. He then defcribed by figns and geftures 
{for he had a very particular turn for mimickry and hut 
mour) the apprehenfions Mr. M. WiLson had been under, 
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when he was at PELEw, which he endeavoured to convince 
them he had very unneceffarily entertained. It was not 
long before our people were made happy by his fafe return; 
who had, as he told them, undergone no fmall degree of 
alarm, though it turned out to be more founded in imagi- 
nary fear, than in any real danger. He made a very favour- 
‘able report of the people of PELEw, that they feemed to be 
friendly in their difpofition, and had treated him with much 
civility and kindnefs :—The account of his expedition, as re- 
lated to me by himfelf, was as follows : 
“ When the canoe in which I went away came near the 
‘ ifland where the King lived, a vaft concourfe of the na- 
“ tives ran out of their houfes to fee me come on fhore; the 
*¢ King’s brother, who accompanied me, took me by the 
“ hand, and conducted me from the landing-place up to the 
“ town, where there was a mat {pread upon a fquare pave- 
*¢ ment, on which he by figns directed me to fit down. I 
“* obeyed, and in a little time the King appeared, which 
« being notified to me by his brother, I arofe, and made my 
“ obeifance after the manner of eaftern nations, lifting up 
“ my hands to my head, and inclining my body forward; to 
s¢ which he did not feem to pay any attention. After this ce- 
 remony, I offered the King the prefents my brother had 
{ent by me, which he received in a very gracious manner. 
 —His brother, ARRA KOOKER, now talked a good deal 
with him, which I conceived was to acquaint him with our 
G2  difafter, 
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difafter, and our numbers; after which the King eat fome 
of the fugar-candy, feemed to relifh it, and diftributed 
alittle of it to feveral of his Chiefs, and then direéted all 
the things to be taken away and carried to his own houfe ; 
which being done, he ordered refrefhments to be brought, 
which confiited of a cocoa-nut filled with warm water, 
and fweetened with moloffes; after tafting it, he com- 
manded a little boy who was near him to climb a cocoa- 
trec and gather frefh nuts, he cleared one from the 
hufks, and tafting the milk thereof, bade the little boy 
prefent it to me, making figns to me to fend it back when 
Ihad drank; he afterwards broke the nut in two, eat a 
little, and returned it to me to eat of it. 
*© J now found myfelf furrounded by a vaft concourfe of 
both fexes; much converiation took place between the 
King, his brother, and the Chiefs who were with him. As 
their eyes were repeatedly directed to me, I concluded J was 
the fubjeét of it. Taking off my hat by accident, all who 
were prefent feemed ftruck with aftonifhment, which I 
perceiving, unbuttoned my waiftcoat, and took my fhocs 
from my feet, in order that they might fee they were no 
part of my body; being of opinion, that at firft fight of 
me, they entertained a notion that my clothes conftituted 
‘a part of my perfon; for, when undeceived in this, they 
came nearer to me, ftroked me, and put their hands into 
my bofom to feel my kin. 
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% It being now grown rather dark, the King, his brother, 
feveral others, and myfelf, retired into a houfe, where 
there was a fupper brought in of yams boiled whole, on 
a ftand or {tool with a rim or edge round it of three or 
four inches high; in a difh or wooden bowl was a kind. 
of pudding made alfo of yams boiled and beat together, 
juft as we mafh potatoes, of which they put three or four 
in a bowl or difh. They had likewife fome fhell-fith, but 
of what kind I could not make out. They conducted me 
after fupper to another houfe at fome diftance from the 
firft, where I fourcd at leaft forty or fifty men and women; 
I was led thither by a female, who, when I had entered 
the houfe, made figns to me to fit, or lie down on a mat 
that was f{pread, as I underftood, on the floor for me to 
fleep on. After the reft of the company had fatisficd 
their curiofity by viewing me very accurately, they all 
went to fleep, and I laid myfelf down on the mat, drawing 
another mat over me, which I fuppofed was placed there 
for that purpofe, refting my head an a block of wood, 
which ferves the people here as a pillow. Unable to flum- 


“ ber, I lay perfectly ftill; and fome confiderable time after, 
st when all feemed quiet, about eight mcn arofe, and began 
“ to make two great fires at each end of the houfe (which 
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was not divided by partitions, but formed one large: habi- 
tation). This operation of theirs, I confefs, alarmed me 
very much ; indeed, I thought of nothing lefs.than that the 
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“ natives were going to roaft me, and that they had only 
laid themfelves down that I might alfo drop afleep, and 
intended to feize me in that fituation.—However, being 
furrounded by a danger, which there was no poffibility of 
4¢-efcaping, I collected all my fortitude, and, recommending 
“ myfelf to the Supreme Difpofer of all events, I expected 
« every moment to meet my fate; when, to my great far- 
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« prize, after fitting a little while and warmimg themfelves, 
« | perceived they all retired again to their mats, nor got up 
“¢ any more till day-break, when I arofe and walked about, 
* encircled by great numbers of men, women, and children. 
«¢ Jt was not long before the King’s brother joined me, and 
«¢ went with me to feveral houfcs, where I was entertained 
4 with yams, cocoa-nuts, and {weetmeats.—Being after this 
“¢ condudted to the King, I fignified to him by geftures that 
4 | much wifhed to go back to my brother; he perfectly un- 
46 derftood me, and explained to me by figns that the canoes 
« could not go out, there being too much wind and fea. To 
« defcribe the firft he pointed up to the trees, and blew 
“ ftrongly with his mouth; and, to mark the too great 
« force of the fea on the canoes, he joined his two hands to- 
« gether with the palms upwards, then lifted them up, and 
« turned them the reverfe way, to exprefs to me that the 
canoes would overfet.—The remainder of the day I {pent 
« in walking about the ifland and obferving its produce. I 
found it confifted chiefly of yams and cocoa-nuts ; the for+ 
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mer they cultivate with great care in Jarge plantations, in 
s¢‘ f{wampy watery ground, like the rice in INDIA. The 
« cocoa-nut trees grow very near to their houfes, as does alfo 
S the beetle-nut, which they chew as tobacco.” The favour- 
able account brought by Mr. M. WiLson, and the meflage 
which the King had fo gracioufly fent to Captain WiLsow: 
by his fon, could not fail of giving fpirits to all our people. 
Captain WiLson dreffed the King’s fon in a filk coat and 
a pair of blue trowfers ; he was a young man extremely well 
made, but had loft his nofe. “This might accidentally have 
been torn off by a {pear in battle, or it might have been the 
effect of a {crophulous habit, which Mr. Suarp the furgeon 
found afterwards prevailed much among the natives. 
Before noon the two boats were fent off to the wreck, 
but the bad weather compelled Mr. BARKER to come back 
with the jolly-boat. The pinnace returned before evening, 
with fome iron, one bag of rice, and fundry other ftores; 
our people brought intelligence that they found upwards of 
twenty canoes bufied about the veffel, and that fome of the 
natives had been very angry at having fome iron and a cut- 
lafs, which they had got out of her, taken from them. Raa 
Koox immediately fent his brother and nephew off in a ca- 
noe, who returned at night with the information that they 
had been totally driven away; fo affured were our people 
now of Raa Koox’s friendfhip and protection, though but 
three days acquainted with him, that even when feparated 
from 
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from the reft, and on the reef at the wreck, they ventured 
to difpute with the natives, and obliged: them to give up 
what they had taken. < 

Finding the numbers of natives who vifited them at their 
ifland increafe, and-having dried their powder and repaired 
their fire-arms, our people thought their fafety required that 
they fhould appoint a regular guard every night, to be re= 
lieved every two hours. The fhip’s company was divided into 
five guards, each guard haying an officer to give the watch- 
word, which was called and an{wered from the different pofts 
every five minutes, there being nine men always upon 
guard.—This arrangement being to take place for the firft 
time on the evening of this day, Captain WILSON judged it 
advifeable that his guefts fhould be apprized of his intention, 
left the turning out fuddenly with arms might awaken fe- 
rious apprehenfions in them. 

The hout of eight having been appointed for fetting 
the guard, the Captain previoufly communicgted to them 
the refolution they had formed, explaining at the fame 
time that it was cuftemary for the Engl to have a night- 
watch whenever they were from home; and that here it 
might be particularly ufeful, as it would prevent the in- 
habitants of the other iflands from coming by night to 
attack’ them. ‘This being explained, Captain Wiison 
invited them, before fapper, to’ fee the guard turn out; 
they feemed highly delighted to obferve our: mien 'po 
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through their exercife before they parted for their ref{pec- 
tive pofts, each man having a mufquct and cartouch-box, 
8c. ; and indeed all the men on board the ANTELOPE, from 
the time that the veffel” quitted ENGLAND, were fo con- 
ftantly kept in the exercife of {mall arms, that they were 
fufficiently expert to have made a refpectable appearance; 
ahd on the people before whom they now fhewed them- 
felves, their {kill and readinefs muft have made a formi- 
dable impreffion. The novelty of the fight had’ forcibly 
worked on the imaginations of their new friends.—Arra 
Kooxer hayipg lent a moft fteady attention to the explana- 
tion that had been given of the ufe of thefe military wea- 
pons (about which he had probably been talking with his 
brother the‘General) feemed as if fome fudden thought had 
at the moment ftarted in his mind, calling out eagerly to 
Raa Kook, in thefe words, Englees mora (or go) ARTIN- 
GALL, PEL’LE, LEW, pointing to the northward and fouth- 
ward; then cried Poo, imitating the found which our guns 
had beea reprefented to him to make when fired. They re- 
turned to the tents where they were to fleep, and appeared 
to be quite at eafe and contented.—They kept conver- 
fing tagether a great part of the night; and the bufinefs of 
this evening proved a very favourable circumftance, as from 
that time they feemed to confider the Engi as poffeffing 
fuch power and abilities as they could have no conception 
of before. - 

H Sentiments 
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mer ge all peaple who live fecluded from an acquaintance with- 
mankind, whenever accident or cusiofity has carried the in- 
habitants of zemote parts of the:.globe to vifit their unfre- 
quented regions. But the natives of PELEWs, who, as fat 
as one is authorized to judge, not conceiving the: globe 
as extending beyond the horizon that bownded them, had 
none but the ideas of nature to guidethem; they had feen no 
other people to difturb their fimplicity, whatever they were 
fl\ewn they confidered and examined. as ufefuls they looked 
up with admiration to the people who could wjth fp litle 
trouble produce effects, which they had never difcovered ; 
and,to their admiration they added 4 reverential efteem, as 
peffeffing talents, they never could attain themfelves; of 
which we fhall, in the courfe of this, narrative, give fome 
extraordinary proofs. 

Apna KooxeR could by, no means relifl the wearing 
of trowfers, but he had conceived a paffion to have a 
white fhirt, and one was immediately, given him, which he 
had no fooner put on than he began to dance and jump 
about with fo much, joy, that all were diverted by his ridi- 
culous geftures, and the contraft which the linen formed 
with his fkin. This Prince appeared to be verging towards 
forty ; he was in ftature-fhort, but {9,plump and fat that he 
was almoft as broad. as;he was long; he poffeffed an. abun- 
dant fhare of good-humour, and a wonderful turn for mi- 
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ehideuyy and had befides aicommenance fo lively and' fo ex- 
profitves that though dus people were ftrargers at this time 
to almoft aif he Yaid;, yet his face and) geftures made them 
pretty accurately comprehend whatever he was defcribing. 
In order to-ansafe them; he; would frequently try to take uff 
every one of our people im any particularity he had noticed, 
and this with: fuch great goéd-humour, that every one who 
faw lim was: pleafed with his pleafantry. Sometimes he 
woukd take up 2hat,: put it on his hcad, and imitate the man 
ner of our people walking in their military exercife ; would 
recollect ¢very occurrence that happened, and nothing that 
he obferved done by the Engi efcaped him; in fhort,.on 
every occafion his manner was lively and engaging toa 
degree. From the firft time of his having feen the great 
Newfoundland dog, as before mentioned, he felt delight in 
going to him frequently, and in carrying him victuals ; and 
by noticing him fo much, the dog naturally expreffed great 
joy whenever he went,to him. When he was brought on. 
board the ANTELOPE, in England, the dog was named Sailor’, 
and now, familiarized to ARRA KooxkeEr, would, whenever 
he appeared, bark, jump, leap, and play his tricks; and his 
new acquaintance, when he wifhed to be amuting, would 
imitate wonderfully well the barking, howling, jumping, and 

all the various demonftrations of joy of this poor animal. 
The Englife, as far as they collected from Mr. M. W1L-~ 
SON’s account, and from the urbanity and attention fhewn 
He them 
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1783, them by the two dignified Chiefs, who had now been their 
‘aan guefts for fome days, would, in happier moments, have en- 
joyed the fociety of their new friends; but the doubt of 
what they might further get from the fhip to aid the build- 
ing of another, and the uncertainty whether they might 
ever fce again their country and families, conftantly preffed 
on their minds fuch a weight of anxiety, that the reflections 
of fenfibility were often wringing their hearts, when the 
fortitude their prudence affumed, and the attention due to 
their hofpitable protectors, compelted them to fubdue their 
natural feelings, and mafk their countenances with acquief- 

cent {miles. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Yhe King of Purew pays bis firft Pifit to the Englith.—His 
atrrival deferibed, and the Ceremony with which be is re~ 
ceived; after which he is conducted by bis two Brothers and 
Captain WiLsoN round the Spot whereon they had erected 
their temporary Habitation, and foewn whatever might en- 
gage bis Curiofity—After feveral Hours Stay he departs, 
pleafed with bis Reception, and takes bis Retinue with him 
to the back Part of the [fand. 
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T day-break the King’s fon, accompanied by one of Friday 15. 


his uncles, launched their canoe and went off to the 
fhip; Mr. Barker alfo got off with the jolly-boat; the pin- 
mace wanting fome little repairs, could not be fent till about 
an hour after; they both returned about noon, bringing 
with them fome rice and other ftores, and were going to 
make a fecond trip, but put back on feeing # number of 
canoes approaching the harbour, and our people were in- 
formed that the King was coming.—Soon after feveral ca- 
noes appeared round the point at the entrance of the har- 
bour, and then lay to; the King’s canoe having ftopped 
whilft he was giving orders to another fquadron of canoes 
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(that were armed, and formed his rear) to detach themfelves' 
to the back of the ifland.—The King’s canoe then came for- 
ward between four others, two on ¢ach fide of it, the rowers 
of which fplafhed the water about with their paddles, and 
flourifhed them over their heads in x very dexterous man- 
ner; and as the King paffed, the firft canoes that had jain to, 
Cloted his train, and followed him into tue cove, founding 
their conch fhells. When they had come in as far as the tide 
would permit, it was fignificd to Captain Wiison that he 
fhould go out and meet the King; on which two of his own 
men took him up in their arms and carried him through the 
fhallow water to the canoe, where the King was fitting ga a 
ftage built in the middle of it. He defired Captain WiLson 
to come into the canoe, which he did, and embraced him, 
informing him, through the interpreters, that he and his 
friends were Engli/omen, who had unfortunately loft their 
fhip, but having faved their lives by landing on his territory, 
fupplicated his permiffion to build a veflél to convey them- 
felves back to their own country. , 

After a little papfe, and {peaking with a Chief in a canoe 
next to him (who we after learnt was the CHIEF Minjfer') 
the King replied, in the moft courteous manner, that he was 
welcome to build, either at.the place where he-then was, or at 
his own ifland ; told Captain W1LsoN, that the ifland he was 
then on was thought to be unhealthy ; that he feared his peo- 
ple might be fickly if they ftayed on it before another wind fet 
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hatchet on his fhoulder, the head of which was made of iron, 
a circumftance which much furprized our people, as all the 
other hatchets they lad feen were of fhell; the handle 
being formed in a flarp angle, ftuck clofe to the fhoulder, 
lying before and behind, and wanted no tying to keep it 
tteady in walking, The King, on landing, looked about with 
the fame kind of caution as his brothers, and thofe who 
came with them, had before done, on their firft vifit, Raa 
Kook met him on the fhore, and, as he declined going into 
the tents, the Eng/if {pread a fail for him to fit on, which 
lic did, and clearly took and underftood it as a mark of re- 
fpet; the Cuier Minifer placing himfelf oppofite to him, 
at the extremity of the canvafs, whilfl his two brothers, 
Raa Koox and Arra Kooxer, fat on each fide, at the ex- 
tent allv of the fa, forming, when thus arranged, a fquare. 
‘Che principal chiefs and officers of ftate who accompanied 
him, feated themfelves near; and behind thefe chicfs the 
large retinue of his own people, which filled his train, being 
about three hundred, for circle, not ftanding but {quat- 
ting, in a pofition an * up in an inftant.—Some tea 
was made, and offered him; he drank one cup, but did not 
feem to relifh it. After fitting a little while, he was prefented 
with a remnant of fcarlet cloth, and half,a piece of long- 
cloth ; and alfo had fome ribbands of different colours given 
to him, to diftribute among his attendants; which he 
did immediately, and they, on receiving them, rolled them 
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up very handily, for they had all been unrolled before to 
dry. During the time that they were rolling up the rib- 
bands, our people obferved, by the geftures and looks of 
the natives, that each Chief fixed his attention upon fome 
particular perfon; this at the time alarmed them, appic- 
hending that the individual each Chief had particularly 
noticed, was fingled out as his devoted prifoner; but they 
foon afterwards found the meaning to be quite contrary, 
and that the individual fo feleéted was to be that Chict’s 
particular friend or gueft—Captain WiLson then intro- 
duced his Chief Mate to the King, as the firft oflicer under 
him, whom ABBA THULLE ftiled the * Kickaray Rurack, 
conceiving at that time that Captain WILsoNn was him- 
felf a prince of fome country; but being afterwards 
informed by tho Ma/ay, that he ferved under a far 


: an power at home, and was no fovercign, but a Cap-_ 


im, he feized the diftinction inftantly, and ever after ad- 
dreffed him by the appellation of Captain, and his Chicf 
Mate, by that of Kickaray Captain, as fecond in command. 
The reft of the @fficers were next introduced, and Mr. 
Snarp, the fufgeon, was pointed out as the gentleman 
of whom he had fpokeg when in the King’s canoc, who 
cured the pian, igs ny of his people were afflidcd 
with, at which tWe King feemed wonderfully furprized, 
and kept his eyes ‘fixed lon him. Laftly, all the private 


he Kictarep ffeans Jittle —See the annexed Vocabulary. 
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1993 men were introduced in their turns, alfo. After prefent- 


ae ing the officers, &c. the King enquired for the mark of 
Captain Witson’s rauk or dignity as Chief, who was at a 
lofs how to anfwer; but recollecting that a ring was an or- 
namental mark of diftinétion, told him fo, and Mr. BENGER, 
the lirft Mate, having faved his, gave it to Captain WILSON, 
Who put it on; they appeared pleafed with the idea that it 
was a kind of ornament which had a fimilarity of meaning 
to their own. 

During the time that this bufinefs was tranfaGting, Raa 
Kook was conyerfing with the King upon every thing he 
had feen and obferved during his ftay with our people; 
this his countenance and yeflures fully demonftrated, and 
they plainly noticed his defcription of their fire-arms, and 
exercife, which the King feemed eagerly to attend to, and 
then exprefled a wifh to fee them himfelf; which Captain. 
WILSON faid fhould be done immediately. 

He ordered every man to be under ars, and drawn up 
on the beach (the tide then being low) before the King, who 
was placed with all his retinue juft above the flow of the 
water, and that they fhould be exercifed by the Chicf 
Mate, that he might ‘not a t himfelf from the King; 
they, without lofs of time, bn elves, marched 
on the fhore in the King’s prefence, and ‘fired three vollies 
in different pofitions.—The furprize of the natives, their 
hooting, hallooing. jumping, and chattering, produced a 
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noife almoft equal to the report of the mufquets. Though 
this exhibition was made at fome expence of their pow- 
der, yet our people having fortunately faved all they 
had on board, it was judged prudent on this occafion 
to let the natives wituefs fome difplay of the effect of 
their arms, that they might be impreffed at the firft 
fight of them with an enlarged idea of the power and 
ftrength of the Exeli/b; and the more fo as they had per- 
ceived, the preceding night, how much higher they had 
rifen in the eftimation of the King’s brothers, by the mere 
exhibition of their mufquetry, and giving an explanation 
of their ufe. 

After this, one of the fowls that had bcen faved among 
the little live ftock from the ANTELOPE, was purpolcly 
driven acrofs the cove, where Mr. BENGER was prepared 
with a fowling-piece, loaded with fhot, which he fired at 
the bird, to let the King fee the effect of their mufquets; 
the bird inftantly dropped, having its wing and leg broken; 
fome of the natives ran to it, took it up, and carried it to 
the King, who examined it with great attention, unable to 
comprehend how it could be wounded, not having fcen any 
thing pafs out of the gun. This created a yaft murmur 
and furprize amongft them. 

Raa Kook expreffed much impatience to fhew the 
King whatever had impreffed his own mind, and taking 
his brother by the hand, led him to a grindftonc, which 
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was placed behind one of the tents, and fixed on a block. 
He put it in motion, which (having been fhewn the 
method), he had frequently done before; the King re- 
mained fixed in aftonifhiment at the rapidity of its motion, 
and at the explanation of the General, that it would imme- 
diately farpen and polifh iron. Captain W1Lson ordered 
a hatchet to be brought, and ground, that they might more 
readily perceive its operation. Raa Kaox eagerly laid hold 
of the handle of the {tonc, and began turning it, appearing 
highly delighted himfelf to let his brother fee,how well 
he underftood it; he having the preceding day amufed 
himfelf for fome hours with this novelty, and had. fharp- 
ened feveral pieces of iron, which he had. picked up about 
the tents. The circumftances which moft in this fight be- 
wildered all their ideas, were, how the {parks of fire could 
come, and how a ftone,, fa well wetted, became fo foon 
dry. 

The King then vifited: the different tents, and en- 
quired about every thing he: faw;, all was novelty, and 
of courfe interefted his attention. When he got to tho 
tent where the Chinefe men were, Raa Kook, whofe 
retentive mind noyer loft a fingle trace of any thing ha 
had been informed of during his ftay among them, acs 
quainted the King, that thefe were a people quite differ- 
ent from the Engh, and that they were China-men, a 
word he had readily caught.—He begged ane of them 
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would allow the King to examine his head, noticing the 
Tong fingle-braided lock of hair hanging almoft down to the 
calves of their legs. ’ 

The King gave great attention to all that the General faid, 
and feemed to be making many enquiries of him; by Raa 
Koox’s geftures it was evident that he was conveying to his 
brother an idea that there were many different nations in 
different. parts of the world, fome of which were called 
French, with whom the Eng/i/s themfelves were then at war 


(this our people, in their many hours of converfation, had. 


told the General of.) He alfo informed him that the China- 
men were a different kind of men to the Engi, an idea 
which he had himfelf conceived, from obferving that the 


night before, when the Engi turned out their night-watch, 


for the firft time, the Chinefe had no mufquets, but Gnly. 
boarding-pikes, and having cnquired the caufe, was told 
that they were not ufed to fight with guns as the Eug/i/> 
were, which induced him to hold them cheap: 

When the King heard his brother difcourfing about a 
variety of nations difperfed through the world, who all fpoke 
differently, and had before him an example in the Chinch, 
who did not fpeak in the fame tongue as the Ing/i/, 
he appeared inftantly thoughtful and ferious, as if ftruck 
with conceptions that had never croffed his mind before. 
Me remained awhile penfive and bewildered; and this 
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circumftance impreffvd on every one, at the time, an idea, 
which will poffibly now as foreibly imprefs the reader, 
that there was every caufe to fuppofe there had never 
been a communication between thefe people aad any other 
nation; that they and thcir anceftry, through a line of 
ages too remote for human conjecture to fix a date, might 
have lived as fovereigns of the world, unconfcious that 
it extended beyond the horizon that bounded them; un- 
confcious alfo that there were any more inhabitants in it 
than themfelves; and in this cafe, what might not be the 
fentiments that burft on a mind thus fuddenly awakened 
to a new and more enlarged notion of nature and man- 
kinds * 

As the King was going toward our tents, of which there 
were three, with a cetry ftationed at each, the day being 
fine, and the fun in full power, he noticed the bright glitter 
of the bayonet ; it of courfe aftonifhed him, who had never 
feen any polifhed body, or the aétion of light on it. He 
ftepped haftily to the centinel and withed to feel it, offering 
to take it out of the man’s hand, who thereupon drew back ; 
Captain WILson then explained to him, that no Exglip cen- 


* Ic is not improbable but that, from Seeing the Adalay, fome notion of this kind 
might have been awakened before ; but now, having before him a people of a different 
eolwur, and heating of a variety of nations who were of the fame complexion, the im- 
preffion would naturally operate on his mind with redoubled ftrength, 
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finel would, or dared fuffer any one to touch his arms.— 
Upon this the King feemed fatisfied, and went on to view 
other things in and about the cove. Raa Koox would now 
fhow his brother the kitchen, which was in the hollow of a 
rock, a little above the cove. It was the time when the cook 
was preparing dinner; the implements which furnifhed the 
kitchen were fcanty indeed, and could in no other place but 
this have attracted any one’s attention; but here an iron pot, 
a tea-kettle, a tin faucepan, with a poker, a pair of tongs, 
and frying-pan, became, from their peculiar fituation, of 
fufficient confequehce to excite admiration; nor were the 
bellows now forgotten by the General (of which fome men- 
tion has before been made) who taking them up, as he ex- 
plained their ufe to the King, feemed ambitious to let his 
brother fee what an adept he was, and began to blow the 
fire. The bald cook, who was always clofe fhaved, and never 
wore any thing on his head, and was befide a little meagre 
fellow, was alfo pointed out by him for the King’s notice ; 
for the General's vein of humour, as well as his wifh: of in- 
formation, made him attentive even to the moft trivial cir- 
cumftances. 

He was alfo taken to fee the two dogs, which he was 
ftruck and delighted with in full as great a degree as his 
brother ARRA KookeR had been before. But thefe ani+ 
mals, whofe noyelty equally impreffed all the natives, exe 
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cited them to take fo much pleafure in making them bark, 
that our people were after fome time compelled to confine 
them out of fight. 

Near to the kitchen was another hollow rock, where 
were fufpended the hams which had been faved from the 
fhip, under which fires had been made, in order to {moke- 
dry them for future fea-ftore. Raa Kook was now fo fa- 
miliarized to our people’s methods, that he informed the 
King this was fome of their provifion; he wifhed that one 
of them fhould be offered his brother, which was immedi- 
ately prefented, and accepted, as was alfo a live goofe; four 
or five (the remains of the live ftock) juft at that moment 
waddling in fight. 

The King being now returned to his former feat, in- 
formed Captain Witson that he intended to go and fleep 
at the back of the ifland; and prefently a loud fhriek 
was given by one of the King’s officers, who wore a thin 
narrow bone on his writt, which was afterwards known to 
be an Order much inferior to what we have fpoken of be- 
fore. This, at the moment it was heard, threw our people 
into fome alarm, but the caufe of it was immediately evi- 
dent, for all the King’s attendants, whom it was conceived 
amounted at leaft to three hundred, though all differ- 
ently difperfed, and engaged in looking about at every 
thing that attra¢ted them, as if imftantaneonily moved by 
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the fhriek, might be faid to have rather darted than to have 
ran to their canoes. It was a fignal obeyed more fuddenly 
than could have been conceived, and no word of command 
was ever executed with greater promptitude. The King 
departed, in appearance well pleafed with his vifit, and fatit- 
fied with what he had feen, , 

It hath been faid, in the beginning of this chapter, that. 
the canoes which preceded the King, were ftopped a little be- 
fore entering the cove, by his giving orders to the {quadron 
of thofe which were armed to detach themfelves, and go to 
the back of the ifland; part of this manceuvre was vifible 
from the fhore, and the reft was obtained by intelligence 
from fome of our people who had been fent over land to 
the watcring-place, which lay at the back of the ifland, and 
who happened to be on the fpot when the armed canoes 
arrived, which fo alarmed them, that they came with all 
poffible {peed to give information of it. But the King being 
then with the Exg4f, they were perfcétly ecafy, knowing 
that thefe canocs muft be part of his retinue. The Kijg 
being then at war, did not choofe, in vifiting our people, to 
expofe himfclf to any infult from his enemics, the paffige 
from PELEw to this ifland being about feven leagues; and 
coming with all the fentiments of friendfhip, he judged it 
indelicate to alarm thofe who had fought his protection, by 
the formidable appearance of fuch numbers as accompanicd 
him, 
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Soy having five canoes and about twenty people remaining with 
them; they flept in two tents by themfelves, our people 
lying in the tent where their arms and ftores were, two tents 
having been ereéted, for the accommodation of the King 
and his retinue. One was prepared for the King before he: 
came, and the other raifed clofe to it, for his attendants, 
after his arrival, when they faw the number of them. In’ 
the tent intended for the King, was Raa Kook, the King’s 
fon, and feveral Chiefs; Captain WILson remained - with 
them after the guard was fet, and centinels placed, to fhew 
them refpeét, as well as to teftify the confidence he placed 
inthem. Soon after which the following circumftance hap= 
pened, which occafioned much alarm. 

After the guard was ict, and the centinels placed, our 
people were going to reft, when, on a fudden, the na- 
tives began a fong, the fhrillnefs and manner of which 
made them think it was their war-hoop, or the fignal for 
the King and his party from the back of the ifland to 
come upon them; the Evg/i/p inftantly took to their arms, 
and Mefits. BARKER and SHARP ran to the tent where 
Captain WILSON was, to fee if he was fafe ; judging, that 
if any harm was intended, the natives would fecure him, 
who was alone with them.—Secing him fafe and quiet, they 
informed him of the apprehenfions of our people, who 
were all undcr arms; he rcequefted Mr. BARKER to return 
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immediately to them, and defire them to make no thew 1783: 
of being alarmed, but to keep upon their guard until they ee 
fhould find what the meaning of this might be, adding, 
that he would come to them as foon as he could do it 
without being noticed; he requefted Mr. Sane to fit down 
by the King’s fon, and enter into fome converfation with 
him, by figns, whilit he went himfelf to their tent, where 
he found the people under arms; after a little delibera- 
tion on what this noife might mean, it was thought bett 
to diftover no appearance of uneafinefs, but to remain 
quict in the tent, with arms ready by them, and that he 
would return to the natives, and wait the event. Me was 
foon relieved from every anxiety, by finding that they were 
only tuning their voices, in order to begin a fong; which 
as foon as they had in their manner properly pitched, Raa 
Kook gave out a line, or ftave, which was taken up by 
another Rupack, feated at a little diftance, who fang a 
verfe, accompanied by the reft of the natives prefent, ex- 
cept himfelf and the Prince. The laft line they fung twice 
over, which was taken up by the natives in the next 
tent, in chorus; RAA Koox then gave out another line, 
which was fung in the fame manner; and this continued 
for ten or twelve verfes. They talked at times between 
the verfes, as if {etting fome of the fingers right who had 
not been properly in tune. Their fong ended, they re- 
quefted to hear fome Eg/i/ fongs, which was readily com- 
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plied with“, and feveral fongs were fung by one of our 
people, with which they were exceedingly pleafed. This put 
an agreeable end to every apprehenfion, as the Engii/b were 
now convinced their fole intent was to amufe them. The 
Natives, foon after this, went quietly to fleep, but there were 
few of the Exgiifh able to do fo ; the alarm had awakened 
too many fufpicious ideas, to allow their minds to be fpeedily 
compofed. 


* Our fongs were fea fongs, and of battles ; and the King was fo pleafed at the- 
account he afterwards heard of them, that whenever he met the young Jad Conpize- 
pick, who fang them, he would ftop him, and make him fing one or two fongs. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER Vil. 


A Coolne/s arifes on the Part of the Natives, which much 
alarms the ENGLISH.—This cleared up, and Friend/bip re- 
flored.—The King requefls Five of Captain Wivson’s Men 
to attend him to a War he was going to make againfi a 
neighbouring Iland.—This is affented to, and he departs 
with the Men.—Te Englith plan their mtended Meiji, forme 
a@ Dock Yard, unanimoufly choofe Captain WILson to be 
their Commander, and cach engages in the Dipartment be 
is nominated to, in order to afjift the Confiruction of their 
future Vefel—The Tir Sunday after the Shipwreck duly 
commemorated. 


S$ all our countrymen’s future hopes depended on their 
being able to build a fhip with the jew tools that had 

been faved from the ANTELOPE, fo, being in expectation of 
the King’s arrival, and well aware how much thefe imple- 
ments might be coveted by the natives, and the difficulties 
they might be reduced to, cither by depriving themf{clves of 
the ufe of them, or rifking the difpleafure of their new friends, 
by refufing their folicitations, it was thought expedient to 
ficrete 
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1783. fecrete them from the public view; 2 convenient place was 
tile ai found in arock, and the tools concealed; and it was hap- 
pily effected before the King arrived, by which our people 
were rclicved from thofe difficulties they would otherwife 

have been under. 

The morning being fine and calm, our people launched 
their boats, in order to go off to the fhip, but miffed the 
jolly-boat’s rudder, which had been ftolen for the fake of 
the iron. Thofe on fore were employed in getting ready 
the blocks and ways, in order to lay down the intended 
velfcl. They had already got a piece of wood for a ftem, 
and another for a ftern-poft. About ten o'clock the CuizF 
Minifler came over laud, froin the back of the ifland, which 
did not exceed the diftance of half a mile from the cove, 
and after looking for fome time at the operations then be- 
ginning, he took Captain WiLson by the hand, and led 
him to the tent where the arms were kept; after viewing 
wifhfully a cutlafs, he afked him for it. In the particular 
fituation in which our people ftood, Captain Witson 
thought a refufal might be imprudent, particularly to a 
Chief of his rank, and therefore judged it wifer to make 
a virtue of neceffity. But, on coming out of the tent, 
Raa Kook faw it in his hand, feemed difpleafed, and made 
him return it. 

The Malay fome time after coming on fhore from 2 canoe, 
faid there was bad news ; that he had heard “ that a cutlafs 

2 had 
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® had been given to onc who was almoft a ftranger, whilft 
® the King’s brothers, who had been with the Eye/if all 
« the time on the ifland, had never had any thing of fuch 
® confequence given them, and that they muft make them 
“ fome prefents.” On this hint Captain Wtison offcred 
each of the King’s brothers a remnant of cloth, which they 
both received very cooly; he prefented them afterwards 
with white long cloth and fome ribbands, but {till not a 
file appeared on their faces; by which the Captain per- 
ceived that this was not what they wanted.—The event 
diftreffed our people much ; they had doubts whether this 
apparent coolnef$ might arife from their having given the 
cutlafs to the Cuirr Minj/ler, or whether they liad been put 
out of humour at the indelicacy of this perfon, in having 
imprudently laid the Exg/i/ under the neceflity of gratify- 
ing him in a requeft, which, fituated as they were, they 
muft have been‘ under difficultics to refute. 

In the afternoon the Ma/ay informed Captain WILson, 
that the King was come round into the bay, being on his 
return to PELEW, and if he wanted to tuke leave of him he 
mutt go off:to his canoe. The Captain accordingly went in 
the jolly-boat, having with him Tom Rosr his linguift, and 
four other men. The meeting was, to his great furprize, 
very cool on the King’s part, of courfe referved on that of 
his own, far unlike, indeed, that undifguifed opennefs which 

; marked 
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marked the interview of the preceding day,—And I doubt 
not but by this time the reader-will. have fhared a portion of 
that concern, iu: Lis unfortunate countrymen, which was 
awakened in their bofoms by this unexpected alteration in 
the behaviour of the natives. What will he think of the 
hearts of thete vel ankvown inhabitants of PELEw?—He will 
have already Joaded them with reproach, and judged, too 
hardly judged them to be an inconfittent, faithlcfs people, on 
whom no reliance could be placed, whom no profeffion could 
bind.—His imagination may have ftarted a multitude of con- 
jectures, yet at laft will probably fuppofe any thing fooner 
than the real caufe which fpread this vifible dejeétion over 
their true character.—Never perhaps was exhibited a nobler 
ftruggle of native delicacy ; their hearts burnt within them 
to afk afavour, which the ycnerofity of their feclings would 
not allow them to mention.— The Eng//b had been and ftill 
were in their power; they had fought thefr proteétion as 
unfortunate ftrangers,—The natives had already fhewnthem, 
and {till meant to fhew them, every mark of hofpitality which 
their naked, unprodudtive country could allurd.—They con- 
ceived that what they wifhed to afk, as it might prove a 
temporary inconvenience, would look ungenerous; and that 
which moft checked their fpeaking was, that, circumftanced 
as the Englif were with refpect to them, a requeft would 
have the appearance of a command; an idea this, which 

thocked 


THE PELEW ISLANDSs. 


fhocked their fenfibility.—The matter they laboured with 
was, in their opinions, of the higheft imaginable confe- 
quence to them. The King had probably talked it over 
with his brothers the preceding day, had deliberated on it in 
the evening at the back of the ifland, and came to the cove 
this day determined to propofe it, but when there, wanted 
refolution to make it known; yet the object being fo im- 
portant, he felt unwilling to leave it in filence, and perhaps 
conceived that he could better difclofe it from his canoe, than 
when furrounded by fo many Eng/if.—After much appa- 
rent ftruggle in the King’s mind, the requctt with great dif- 
ficulty was at laft made, and proved to be this :—that the 
King being in a few days going to battle againft an ifland 
that had done him an injury, he wifhed Captain WILson 
would permit four or five of his men to accompany him 
to war with their mufquets. Cgptain WILson inftantly 
replied, that tlfe Exg/ifv were as his own people, and that 
the enemies of the King were their enemies.—The inter- 
preter certainly very well trantlated this declaration, for in an 
inftant every countenance, which was before overfhadowed, 
became brightened and gay. The King faid he fhould want 
the men in five days, by which time his own people would 
be prepared for battle, and that he would take them down 
to PELEW with him the next day.—Thus was harmony re- 
ftored between our people and the natives; interrupted only 
for a few hours, from no other caufe than that extreme de- 
licacy of fentiment which no one would have expected to 
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1783 have found in regions {0 disjoined from the reft of the 
oe world. 

The converfation being at an end, Captain WILSON 
taking leave returned to acquaint the officers and people 
on fhore with what had paffed at this conference, which 
he hoped would meet with their approbation. All united in 
fayiny that he had 2éted with great propriety, and feemed 
happy to find that they were again on the fame good foot~ 
ing with the natives; therefore, that the King might fee 
they were ready, and wanted no preparation, the Captain 
went off once more to inform him, that the men would 
be at his orders whenever he pleafed. This promptitude 
pleafed him rauch, and he in a very diftinct pointed man- 
ner told Captain WiLson that he was his brother Rupack, 
and that he fhould regard the Exg/i/s officers and people as 
his own people; and that the Captain muft fend his bro- 
ther, Mr. M. WILSON, again to PELEW, to fee what things 
were there for the Jze/i/b to eat, that they might be fent 
them; adding, that he would order fome of his carpenters 
to come: and affift them in building their veffel; but this 
offer the Captain declined: and having finifhed what he 
had to fay, he then departed with his attendants to the 
back of the ifland, notifying that he fhould return for the 
men the next morning. Captain WILson, as before, in- 
formed his officers and.men of all that had paffed with the 
King.—IJn the afternoon the ways were: laid; the keel, ftemy. 
and ftern-poft fquared, as alfo fome of the floor-timbers. 

I The 
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The King came in the forenoon of the following day 
for the men he had been promifed; Captain WiLson, 
‘on offering to make one of the number, was refufed by 
his own people, who declared that he muft not expofe 
himfelf, as all their fafeties depended on him. Every 
one of the Engli/h expreffled a readinefs to go, but the 
five following being young men, and requefting their 
comrades with particular earneftnefs to be the firft upon 
the lift, were thofe who were appointed, viz. Mr. Cum- 
iN, the third mate, NicHoLas Tyackr, JAMFs BLU- 
ETT, MADAN BLANCHARD, and THomMas DuLToN; they 
alfo took with them Tom Rose as their interpreter; the 
King and the Chiefs taking each, one of them in their 
canoes; our men being dreffed in blue jackets, cocked 
hats, with light blue cockades, and properly prepared with 
arms and ammunition. The King made but a fhort ftay; he 
faid he fhould leave four of his own men with our people, 
that they were fuch as might be trufted, that the expeditio1. 
would be over in four days, and that all imaginable care 
fhould be taken of the men who were to attend him. He 
‘went away in great friendfhip, fhaking all the Eng// by 
the hand. Our people accompanied their companions, when 
they departed, to the water edge, and as they moved from 
the fhore in the cove, gave them three cheers, the firit of 
which was only returned by the Eng/i/b; but the linguift 
giving Aapa THULLE to underftand that this acclamation 
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was ufed by the Engi as a farewel, and with of fuccefs, the 
King made all his men ftand up in their canoes and return 
the fecond and third. 

As foon as the natives were gone, the boats were ferit to 
the wreck, but our people did not think it fafe to go on 
board, as they perceived two canoes there of a larger con~ 
ftruction, and feveral finaller ones in fight, which they fup~ 
pofed to come from the ifland which was then at war with 
the King; our boats were therefore obliged, very reluc- 
tantly, to return empty. During this day our people felled 
feveral trees for a ftem, the one they before had proving 
rotten in the middle; and their prefent leifure, added to the 
little profpect of beiug interrupted by the natives for fome 
days, induced them to embrace this opportunity to form 
the plan of their intended veffel. Mr. Barker, the fe- 
cond officer, who had, in the earlier part of life, been con- 
verfant in the bufinefs of a dock-yard, affifted Captain WiL- 
son and the carpenters in defigning the veffel, which was 
now determined fhould be a Schooner, as eafier worked. 
The plan was fhewn to every body, and approved by all. 
The petty officers and common men confidering, that to 
purfue this interefting bufinefs, every individual muft do 
his part, and all concur in becoming obedient to the com- 
mand of one /uperior, who fhould conduct and regulate the 
whole operation, the affection each had born to their Cap- 
tain, and ftill bore him, though misfortune Had fevered the 

tie 
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tie between them, made them unanimoufly requeft Captain 
WILson to be that one /uperior, and that he would take 
the command upon him, faithfully promifing that they 
would, in all things, implicitly obey his orders, equally as 
when the ANTELOPE was on float #; that fhe now being 
a wreck, they would form themfelves as a people of a dock- 
yard, and would confider Captain WiLson (whofe former 
conduét they faid they fhould ever remember with the 
warmeft affection) as the mafter, or manager of the yard, 
and fubmit to fuch laws and regulations as ufually govern 
places of that kind, Nothing could more affect the fenfibi- 
lity of fuch a character as Captain WiLson’s, than to {ce all 
thofe who had ferved under him, voluntarily again feek him 
as their Commander, to fhare ftill far feverer toils. With 
a degree of joy, only exceeded by his gratitude, he accepted 
the flattering diftinétion their generofity offered him, ex~- 
preffing at the fame time an earneft with, that in cafe any 
cenfure or punifhment fhould hereafter be found ncceflary 
to be paffed on any individual, that this unpleafant office 
might not reft with him, but be decided by the majority 
of voices. This alfo was affented to, and all joined in ac- 
knowledgments to Mr. Barker, whofe affiftance had been 
fo effential in forming the plan of the veficl, which their 

* As every reader may not be acquainted with maritime proceedings, to fuch it will 


not be improper to remark, that when a merchant-fhip is wrecked, all authority im- 
mediately ceafes, and gvery individual is at full liberty to fhuft for himfelf, 


own 


1783. 
AvGUST. 


AN ACCOUNT OF 


own carpenters, however affiduous and ready, would not 
have been equal to. The circumftance of the ANTELOPE 
beingfixed, and {tack to the coral reef, by the rock having 
pierced through her bottom, gave all our people the moft 
jlattering hope, that many ufeful and valuable materials for 
the purpofe of the new veffel might yet be faved from her, 
before any returning hard gales fhould drive her to pieces. 
The fpirits of all our people were renovated, nothing pre- 
fented itfelf to them but the future veffel which was to 
convey them home; defpondency was chafed from every 
mind, and cach of the Exgli being appointed to his diftiné 
ftation by their new mafter, having dug up the tools which 
had been buried previoufly to the King’s vifit, as before 
mentioned, they all went to work with the utmoft alacrity ; 
each determined (unfkilled however he might be) to exert 
his abilities and perfonal ftrength to promote and aid the 
general plan.—Thofe who were appointed of the carpenter's 
crew were defired by Captain W1LSoN to regard Mr. BARKER 
as their director, and to receive from him fuch appoint- 
ments and directions in that department, as he fhould judge 
moft convenient, after he had experienced their feparate 
abilities. Mr. SHarp, the furgeon, and Mr. M. WILson, 
were appointed to faw down trees, in which employment 
the Captain often worked himfelf. The boatfwain, who 
had formerly ferved part of an apprenticefhip to a black- 
Smith, now refumed his old avocation, affifted by a mate. 

‘ The 
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The guaner was to fee all the arms kept in good order, anit 
occafionally to affift the carpenter’s crew. The Chine/i’ were 
employed as labourers, to bring the trees, when felled, out 
of the wood ; to provide water for prefent ufe, and fea ftore; 
and two of them appointed to wafh the linen, which thongh 
only rinfed in falt water, was a great refrefhment to our 
people at the clofe of a fultry day, and after fuch feve- 
rity of bodily toil as few of them before had ever expe- 
rienced. 

Notwithftanding the above diftribution, they occafionally 
changed their employments as circumftances arofe. The 
getting things out of the fhip at the time fhe ftruck, as well 
as the inattention every one had to himfelf in that calami- 
tous moment, as alfo the frequent vifiting and getting ma- 
terials from her after, had expofed many of our people to 
great bruifes and wounds, on which account Mr, Snare was 
occafionally taken off from his new employment of fawing 
trees, to his more natural one of adminiftcring relief to thofe 
who ftood in need of it. 

All arrangements being now fettled, cach went to his 
new department, and worked till dark, at which time all 
were fummoned to the great tent, where Captain WILson 
read prayers; it being the requeft of every onc to juin in 
paying unitedly their thank{givings to that Supreme Being 
who had not only fo providentially preferved them, but 
whofe goodnefs now relieved their drooping fpirits, by 
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1783.  {preading before them a hope of their being once more re- 
wwe“ tor8d to their country and families. Each bringing with 
him a mind imprefféd with thefe reflections, never were 
prayers more devoutly or ardently offered up. And after 
they were over, it was ordered, that public prayers fhould 

on no Sunday evening be omitted, 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Our People continue almofi every Day to fend to the Ireck, 
and recover a great Variety of Stores,—They form a Barri- 


cade round the Tents,— complete it,—- and continue their. 


Work with the utmoft Affiduity in the Dock Yard, and in ad- 
vancing the Veffel. 


GREEABLE to the regulations made the preceding 
day, the boatfwain called all hands to their feparate 
labours, except fuch as were employed in the beats.—It was 
judged expedient now to form a barricade in front of the 
tents towards the fea; this was done by driving a double 
row of ftrong pofts, interlaced with branches of trees, to 
form a thick fence, the {pace between the two rows of itakes 
being filled with logs of wood, ftones, and fand, to render it 
as folid as poffible. On the infide was raifed a foot-bank, 
on which they could ttand and fire, in cafe of being attacked, 
with an opening left for one of the fix-pounders, which it 
was intended fhould be got from the fhip the firft opportu- 
nity, and placed there. They alfo mounted their two fwivels 
(which were large ones) on the ftumps of two trees that had 
been fawed down, in fuch a manner that they might be 

pointed in every neceffary direction. 
M The 
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1783. The boats again vifited the wreck very early, and return= 
ba ae ced at three o'clock in the afternoon, bringing two hawfers- 
and fome boards. Some of our people were employed in: 
procuring water, which was found to be rather a fcarce ar- 
ticle—The barricade was alfo continued.—There was this 
day little wind, the weather being overcaft, with fome loud 
daps of thunder.—One of the natives having ftolen a {mall 
hatchet, that was carried in the boat to the wreck, was get~ 
ting off with it in his cance; but a mufquet being fired, 
charged only with powdcr, in order to frighten him, one of 
the people, whom the King left, went in the jolly-boat, and 

made him reftore it. 
rotaeiahy, Though the morning was fhowery, the boats returned 
again to the wreck. Thofe on land employed themfelves in- 
carrying on the barricade on the fide of the land, where 
they were ftill affailable. The carpenters fitted the fcarfe 
of the flem and ftern-poft. About one o'clock the jolly- 
boat returned with the lower fhroud hawfer, fome plank, 
topper, and other ftores. By her our people were informed, 
that the King’s fon had been on board the wreck, and had 
fixed a green branch at each maft-head. The Engli/h were 
impatient for the return of the pinnace, and about three 
o'clock it arrived. Our people in the jolly-boat had con- 
ceived, by the fignals put on the maft-heads, that the King’s 
expedition againft his enemies was over; but thofe in the 
pinnace rather fuppofed them to be placed there either to 
deter 
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deter any of the canoes of the neighbouring iflands from 
coming aboard, or probably as a fignal which might be 
underftood by the canoes, that ought to have attended the 
King to battle, that he was departed, and that they fhould 
follow him (and this was afterwards found to be the cafe) ; 
but their interpreter being at that time gone with the expe- 
dition, they had nothing but their own conjectures to truft 
to. The afternoon was employed in laying the blocks for 
the keel; having fixed upon the ground where the veffel 
fhould be built, which was juft without the barricade, in 
front of the Cove. They had much rain and thunder this 
evening. 

The boats made one trip this day, and brought a good 
‘quantity of plank, and fome junk for Oakum. They alfo 
difcovered a cafk of ARRacK belonging to Mr, BARKER, it 
was half a Leaguer, and having been covered by the ftores, 
had not been perceived when the reft of the liquors were 
ftaved. This was brought on fhore, and given to Captair 
Wi1so0n, to ule at his difcretion ; the people were appre- 
henfive it would be ordered to be ftaved, which the Captain 
perceiving by their whifpering amongf{t themfelves, pro- 
pofed that it fhould be kept, and cach perfon have a pint of 
grog every evening after work was over, until it fhould be 
expended, This diftribution was approved by all, and the 
cafk immediately fecured in the tent. 

All hands (the morning being fine) were hard at work 
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in the dock-yard; and at ten o'clock they ‘got the keel laid 
on the blocks, and the ftem and ftern-poft bolted. In the 
afternoon the boats, which had departed early, returned from 
the wreck, bringing with them a good deal more plank, two 
full cafks of beef, and more than that quantity that had got 
looic, befides fome empty water-cafks, which our people 
were obliged to be attentive to, in order to fecure enough 
for their future voyage, the natives having deftroyed fe- 
veral of them for the fake of the iron hoops.—Some little 
murmuring having arofe among thofe who were ftationed 
to the carpentcr’s work, the heat of the weather and their 
new employment having terribly bliftered their hands, and 
their bodily fatigue added to this, had given birth to the 
difcontent; in the evening, after fupper, Captain WILson 
took occafion to notice the uneafinefs he had difcovered, 
and how blamable it was in thofe, who were bet{t able to 
labour, to exprefs fuch diffatisfaétion, when even the weak- 
eft partook of their fllare in the general toil: and thus, by 
a proper and well-timed reafoning, every difquiet was fub- 
dued, and ‘perfect harmony and good-humour reftored.—It 
was propofed, that all fhould drink to ‘the fuccefs of the 
RELtEF, which was the name intended to be given the veflel 
now begun; and on this pleafant occafion the Captain al- 
lotted every man a double allowance of grog. 

Squally weather; yet the boats brought one of the fix- 
pounders on fhore. Our people were bufied all day about 
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the veffel. By fome canoes feen to-day, it was underftood, 
that the King was returned to PELEW from the expe- 
dition. 

Our boats, in their feveral trips, having got as much 
plank and ftores as was judged to be fufficient for their pro- 
fent wants, all hands were employed about the veffel, and in 
felling timber. The gunner, with other affittants, got the 
fix-pounder mounted on a carriage, and fpunged and fealed, 
fit for fervice, which was then fixed in the opening .of the 
barricade prepared for it, fo as to command the entrance of 
the cove. This day a {mall {pring of water was difcovered 
in the harbour. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


The Five Men, with the Interpreter, who went with the King 
on bis Expedition, return Jafe, accompanied by RAA Kook. 
—The Account of the Succe/s of that Expedition—Raa 
Kook, i the King’s Name, gives the Iflnd of OROOLONG 
to the Vnglifh.—Captain Witson invited by the King lo 
PrLew;—excn/es hintfelf for the prefent, but fends Mr. 
BENGER, and Mr.M. WILson, Ait Brother, with the Lin- 
gull, to compliment ABBA THULLE o7 bis late Victory. — 
Cuptain Witson goes in bis Boat round the Iland.—The 

“fil continucs 10 get advanced.— Mcfrs. BENGER and 
WILSON return from PYLEW. 


IIE whole attention of our people was beftowed on 

the variety of bufinefs neceffary to the advancement 
of the vefftl. As the boats were going off this day to the 
fhip, they faw four canoes, full of men, coming towards the 
harbour from the fouthward ; and as our people underftood 
thofe iflands were at variance with the King of PELEw, the 
boats returned, and foon after thefe canoes came afhore; 
thofe who were in them landed, with great marks of timi- 
dity and caution; they fcemed (as far as we could interpret 


their 
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their figns) to intimate a defire to look round the cove, and 
were probably induced to take a view of the new-arrived 
creatures, whom accident and misfortune had thrown upon 
this ifland. ‘Bhere was among them a Rupack, who was 
judged, by the kind of bone on his arm, to be of an in- 
ferior order; but the linguift being abfent, it was impoffible 
to difcover who they were. Captain Wrison conducted 
them round the cove, and fhewed them the works which 
were begun. They remained on fhore little more than an 
hour, and appeared greatly fatisfied; departing full of ac- 
knowledgments for the civilities which had been fhewn 
them, neither they or their attendants pilfering, or afhing 
for any thing. 

Our people now opened a communication from one tent 
to the other, through which they might retreat, or join, in 
cafe of an attack; and they allo fettled the plan of defence 
within the barricade, and each man had his poft afligned 
him. The reafon of making thefe preparations was, the 
long ftay the people made who were gone with the King to 
battle; they underttood that they would be back in fuur o1 
five days, and this was the ninth morning they had been 
abfent. In the afternoon four other canoes were per cived 
making into the harbour; by the boatmen fplafhing and 
flourifhing their paddles, our people conccived the King was 
on board one of them, but to their great fatisfadtion they foon 
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comed with every teftimony of joy ; and it was no fmall plea- 
fure to thofe left on the ifland, to fee them all come back 
in health and fpirits. They reported they had been very 
kindly treated ever fince their departure, the natives behav- 
ing to them in the moft friendly unreferved manner. The 
King’s brother, RaA Kook, came back with them. The ca- 
noes brought great quantitics of yams and cocoa-nuts, and 
the King had given to each of the men who went on this 
expedition a bafket of fwecetmeats, and alfo fent fome bafkets 
to the Captain; this fweetmeat they diftributed very libe- 
rally amongft their countrymen, but it was not much re- 
lifhed, being found dry and hard, infomuch that the failors 
gave it the name otf Choak-Dog.—But of this I fhall have 
occafion to {peak again, when I come to defcribe the cuftoms 
and manners of the natives. 

The following was the account our people gave of their 
expedition, which was confirmed by Mr. Cumm1n’s journal, 
who went with them. 

Having departed the 17th, they went to one of the 
King’s iflands, about fix leagues to the eaftward of the cove, 
where they were received with great kindnefs, and treated 
with much hofpitality; after remaining there all night, 
they fet off the next morning for PELEWw, the place of the 
King’s refidence, which was in an ifland about three or four 
miles diftant: here they remained till the a1ft, the King 
not being till then able to get together all his canoes; how- 

8 ever, 


THE PELEW ISLANDS. 


ever, by day-light on the arft, they muftercd before the 
King’s houfe with their arms, which confifted of bamboo 
darts from five to eight feet long, pointed with the wood of 
the beetle-nut tree and bearded; thefe they ule for clofe 
quarters, but they have fhort ones for diftance, which they 
throw with a fhort ftick of about two fect long, having a 
notch cut in it to receive the point of the dart, aud place 
their hand at the other extremity of the dart, which, being 
made of bamboo, is claftic and comprefied into a curve, 
proportioned to the diftance they aim at, and being then 
fulfered to (pring, in general it comes down perpendicular 
on the object to which it is directed. 

The Eng/i/h embarked in five different canoes, and went 
away to the eaftward about ten or twelve leagues, calling as 
they went along at feveral of the King’s villages to refrefh 
and reinforce ; at half an hour paft two in the afternoon, 
they got in fight of the encmy. The King had with him 
now a fleet of onc hundred and fifty canoes, on board of 
which were confiderably above one thoufand men. Of the 
enemy’s force our people could form no certunty. Before 
the action, Raa Kook went in his canoe clole to the town, 
and fpoke to the enemy for fome time, having, Tuomas 
Dutrow in the boat with him, who had directions not 
to fire till fuch time as the fignal ayreed on fhould “be 
given him, What the General faid, being reccived by the 
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